IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend Claims 21 to 24 as follows. The claims, as pending in the 
subject application, read as follows: 





1 .UPreviously Presented) A method of augmenting meta-data associated 
with a digital image, wherein the meta-data comprises at least one meta-data element, the 
method comprising: 

adding ^self-describing attribute tag to said at least one meta-data element, 
wherein each attribute taaadded to a meta-data element describes a manner of retention in 
which the meta-data element, and a corresponding similarly identified meta-data element 
from another digital image ar^o be retained, in a case where the two images are combined, 
wherein the retention of the metadata elements is dependent on the configuration of the 
meta-data elements. 

2. (Previously PresentedXA method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the self 
describing attribute tag is a tag which indicVtes that the manner of retention is that the 
meta-data elements in question should be diso^ded in a case where the two images are 
combined. 



3. (Previously Presented) A methocRas claimed in claim 1, wherein the self 
describing attribute tag is a tag which indicates that tne manner of retention is that the 
meta-data elements in question should both be retainea\individually in a case where the 
two images are combined. 





4. (ffreviously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the self 
describing attribute mg is a tag which indicates that the manner of retention is that the 
meta-data elements in\question should be retained as a single element in a case where 
values of the meta-dataiplements are the same, and discarded in a case where the two 
images are combined. 

5. (PreviouslW Presented) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein in the 
event the image has associated therewith a meta-data element having no self describing 
attribute tag, then the method fiWher comprises the step of: 

supplying a defauPt self describing attribute tag to the meta-data element 
which has no self describing attribute tag. 

6. (Previously Presented A method as claimed in claim 5, wherein the 
default self describing attribute tag is a tafe which indicates that the manner of retention is 
that the meta-data elements in question should be retained as a single element in a case 
where values of the meta-data elements are tnp same, and discarded in a case where the 
images are combined. 



7. (Previously Presented) A method of augmenting meta-data associated 
with a digital image, wherein the meta-data compriselj at least one meta-data element, the 
method comprising: 

adding a self describing attribute tag to sdid at least one meta-data element, 
wherein each attribute tag added to a meta-data element qpscribes a manner, of retention in 
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which a corresponding meta-data element is to be retained in the case where the digital 
image is transformed, wherein the retention of the meta-data element is dependent on the 
configuration of the meta-data element. 

\ 8. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 7, wherein the self 
describing attrimjte tag is a tag which indicates that the manner of retention is that the 
meta-data elementX in question should be discarded in a case where the image is 
transformed. \ 

9. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 7, wherein the self 
describing attribute tag is a mg which indicates that the manner of retention is that the 
meta-data elements in question^should be retained individually in a case where the image is 
transformed. \ 

10. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in clam 8, wherein in the 
event the image has associated therewitlm meta-data element having no attribute tag, then 
the method further comprises the step of: \ 

supplying a default self descriDing attribute tag to the meta-data element 
which has no attribute tag. \ 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) A method of combining meta-data associated 
with a plurality of images, wherein the images each haVe associated therewith meta-data 
comprising at least one corresponding meta-data elemena having associated therewith an 

\ 
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attribute tag which describes a manner of retention in which the corresponding meta-data 
element is to be retained in a case where the images are combined, the method comprising 
thes 

reading the attribute tag of each meta-data element to identify the manner of 
retention in wldch the corresponding meta-data element is to be retained; and 

combining one or more similar meta-data elements associated with the 
images, and retaining the combined meta-data elements and one or more further meta-data 
elements, depending oti the attribute tags corresponding to those meta-data elements. 




12. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 1 1, wherein the 
attribute tag is a tag which indicates that the manner of retention is that the meta-data 
elements in question should beuiscarded in a case where the images are combined. 

13. (Previously PresWed) A method as claimed in claim 1 1, wherein the 
attribute tag is a tag which indicates tnat the manner of retention is that the meta-data 
elements in question should be retained individually in a case where the images are 
combined. 



14. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 11, wherein the 
attribute tag[[s]] is a tag which indicates that theVnanner of retention is that the meta-data 
elements in question should be retained as a single)element in a case where values of the 
meta-data elements are the same, and discarded in a case where the images are combined. 
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1 5. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein in 
the event an image has associated therev^th a meta-data element having no attribute tag, 
then the method further comprises the step of: 

supplying a default attribute tag to the meta-data element v^hich has no 

attribute tag. 

16. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 15, v^herein the 
default attribute tag is a tag which indicates that the marmer of retention is that the 

eta-data elements in question^ should be retained as a single element in a case vs^here 
values of the meta-data elementsYre the same, and discarded, in a case where the images 
are combined. 



17. (Previously Presented) A method of retaining meta-data associated 
with a digital image, wherein the image has associated therev^th meta-data comprising at 
least one meta-data element having associated therewith an attribute tag which describes a 
manner of retention in which the meta-data element is to be retained in a case where the 
image is transformed, the method comprising the steps of: 

reading the attribute tag of the meta-data element to identify the manner of 
retention in which the meta-data element is to be remined; and 

retaining the meta-data element of the image in accordance with the 
attribute tag corresponding to the meta-data element, wherein the retention of the meta-data 
element is dependent on the configuration of each meta-data element. 
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\l8. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 17, wherein the 
attribute tag is atag which indicates that the manner of retention is that the meta-data 
elements in quesflon should be discarded in a case where the image is transformed. 

19. (weviously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 17, wherein the 
attribute tag is a tag wmx:h indicates that the manner of retention is that the meta-data 
element in question shoul^be retained in a case where the image is transformed. 

20. (PreviousmPresented) A method as claimed in claim 17, wherein in 
the event the image has associated therewith a meta-data element having no attribute tag, 
then the method further comprises me step of: 

supplying a default attmbute tag to the meta-data element which has no 
attribute tag. \ 

21 . (Currently Amended) Ai apparatus for augmenting meta-data 
associated with a digital image, wherein the meta-data comprises at least one meta-data 
element, the apparatus comprising: \ 

means a processor for adding a seVf-describing attribute tag to said at least 
one meta-data element, wherein each attribute tag added to a meta-data element describes a 
manner of retention in which a meta-data element and a corresponding similarly identified 
meta-data element from another digital image are to roe retained in a case where the two 
images are combined, wherein the retention of the mem-data elements is dependent on the 
configuration of the meta-data elements. \ 
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22. (jCurrently Amended) An apparatus for augmenting meta-data 
associated with a digital image, wherein the meta-data comprises at least one meta-data 
element, the apparatusVcomprising: 

means a processor for adding a self describing attribute tag to said at least 
one meta-data element, wherein each attribute tag added to a meta-data element describes a 
manner of retention in whioh the meta-data element is to be retained in a case where the 
digital image is transformed, wherein the retention of the meta-data element is dependent 
on the configuration of the meta-data element. 




23. (Currently Aniended) An apparatus for combining meta-data associated 



with a plurality of images, wherein the images each have associated therewith meta-data 
comprising at least one corresponding meta-data element having associated therewith an 
attribute tag which describes a mannerXof retention in which the corresponding meta-data 
element is to be retained in a case whereVhe images are combined, the apparatus 
comprising: \ 

means fo r re ading a reading otevice that reads the attribute tag of each meta- 
data element to identify the manner of retention in which the corresponding meta-data 
element is to be retained; and \ 

means a processor for combining qne or more similar meta-data elements 
associated with the images, and for retaining the combined meta-data elements and one or 
more further meta-data elements depending on the akribute tags associated with those 
meta-data elements. \ 




24\ (Currently Amended) An apparatus for retaining meta-data associated 
with a digital imagfiL wherein the image has associated therewith meta-data comprising at 
least one meta-data element having associated therewith an attribute tag which describes a 
manner of retention in which the corresponding meta-data element is to be retained in a 
case where the image is wansformed, the apparatus comprising: 

means for rWing a reading device that reads the attribute tag of each meta- 
data element to identify the manner of retention in which the corresponding meta-data 
element is to be retained; and \ 

means a processoA for retaining each meta-data element of the image in 
acbordance with the attribute tag oneach corresponding meta-data element, wherein the 
retention of each meta-data element i!s dependent on the configuration of each meta-data 
element. \ 

25. (Previously Presented) \a computer-readable medium including a 
computer program for augmenting meta-dataassociated with a digital image, wherein the 
meta-data comprises at least one meta-data element, the computer program comprising: 

code for adding a self-describingyttribute tag to at least one meta-data 
element, wherein each attribute tag added to a meta-data element describes a manner of 
retention in which the meta-data element and a coAesponding similarly identified 
meta-data element from another digital image are to pe retained in a case where the two 
images are combined, wherein the retention of the meW-data element is dependent on the 
configuration of each meta-data element. \ 





26l (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium including a 
computer program tor augmenting meta-data associated with a digital image, wherein the 
meta-data comprises at least one meta-data element, the computer program comprising: 

code fo\ adding a self describing attribute tag to at least one meta-data 
element, wherein each attribute tag added to a meta-data element describes a manner of 
retention in which the m^a-data element is to be retained in a case where the digital image 
is transformed, wherein tha retention of the meta-data element is dependent on the 
configuration of the meta-dam element. 

27. (Previously pVsented) A computer-readable medium including a 
computer program for combining n^ta-data associated with a plurality of images, wherein 
the images each have associated therewith meta-data comprising at least one corresponding 
meta-data element having associated therewith an attribute tag which describes a manner of 
retention in which the corresponding metadata element is to be retained in a case where 
images are combined, the computer programVomprising: 

code for reading the attribute tag of each meta-data element to identify the 
manner of retention in which the corresponding meta-data element is to be retained; and 

code for combining one or more similar meta-data elements associated with 
the images, and retaining the combined meta-data elements and one or more further meta- 
data elements, depending on the attribute tags associated with those meta-data elements. 



28. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable mediimi including a 
computer program for retaining meta-data associated with a digital image, wherein the 
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image has associa^d therewith meta-data comprising at least one meta-data element having 
associated therewith Vi attribute tag which describes a manner of retention in which the 
meta-data element is to tte retained in a case where the image is transformed, the computer 
program comprising: \ 

code for reading^the attribute tag of each meta-data element to identify the 
manner of retention in which the meta-data element is to be retained; and 

code for retaining each 5ieta-data element of the image in accordance with 
the attribute tag associated with each meta-H^ta element, wherein the retention of each 
meta-data element is dependent on the configurkion of each meta-data element. 



